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                             Express Tests:  Efficient & Valid 

We all know the challenges involved in designing a quality assessment, and 

one of the most difficult parts comes when we try to create test items that 
adequately address standards.  If you teach math or ELA, that task is made easier 

by the Express Test component of CIITS.  Basically, you select standards you want 
to assess, and CIITS creates the test for you.  This process uses questions from an 

Item Bank, and your district can also create items to be placed in that Bank.   
In addition to the speed with which you can create an assessment, it is 

important to remember that: 
 The questions in the Item Bank have been created by experts and tested for accuracy. 

 Even if you don’t choose to administer an exam through CIITS, the validity of items in 

CIITS may help you in creating an exam to be utilized in more traditional ways.  

(However, using CIITS to administer the exam also provides you important test 

analysis--refer to CIITSBits#100 for information on those reports.) 

 Even if there are no items in the Item Bank for your standard/subject, use of Express 

Tests makes test creation quick because it provides a template with blank items that 

are pre-mapped to standards (you can also Use Manual Tests in this way). 

Express Tests are appropriately named because of the speed with which you 
can create an assessment, and the steps are this simple: 

 Go to the Assessment Admin tab in CIITS and click Create. 

 Select Create an Express Test and Start Now. 

 Enter information for the following:  Test Name, Subject, Grade Range, Test 

Category (Classroom/Common Classroom Assessment, etc.) and Preferred 

Standards Document.  (There are other categories which allow you to further 

customize the assessment if preferred.) 

 Select the standards you wish to address (you expand the list to specific standards by 

clicking on the +.  When finished, click on Add to Test Map.   

 
NOTE:  Some standards may have hundreds of questions, and others may have none 

(depending on grade level, content covered, etc.). 

 From there you enter how many test questions you want to address the standard(s) 

chosen and click Build Express Test.  Your assessment is immediately displayed, and 

you can make changes if desired (add directions, change answers, etc.). 

 
 When you are satisfied with the assessment you can schedule it for online 

administration, print it for paper/pencil tests, etc. 

Assistance in creating Express Tests can be found at:  
http://goo.gl/HUQVBE 
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